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ECOWAS Commanders End Meeting, Request 
Troops 


AB1110222095 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 11 Oct 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] An emergency meeting of 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] chiefs of staff has ended in Monrovia with 
pledges for more troop contributions by member states 
to the ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] peace-keeping force in Liberia. The two-day 
meeting was attended by Ghana, Nigeria, The Gambia, 
Sierra Leone, and Guinea. The others were Mali, 
Togo, Cote d'Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Benin, Niger, and 
Liberia. Nigeria pledged to increase its troops by 
two more battalions immediately while Ghana is to 
contribute one more battalion. Cote d’Ivoire, Burkina 
Faso, and Togo pledged to contribute troops but the 
rest promised assistance to various aspects of the peace 
implementation process. 


Last week, the ECOWAS chairman, President Rawlings, 
called for total involvement of ECOWAS members in 
the Liberian peace process, warning that lack of the 
required troops strength and logistics threatens to delay 
its implementation. A source at the meeting said the 
chiefs of staff are convinced that their governments 
will respond positively to the request by ECOWAS 
chairman to whom they expressed gratitude for his 
personal leadership and efforts at ensuring peace in 
Liberia. 

ECOWAS says it needs to raise troops level to 12,000 
men up from the current 3,000 and an estimated $110 
million to ensure effective nationwide deployment to 
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accomplish the task of disarmament, demobilization, 
and reintegration of the combatants as provided for 
under the Abuja Accord. 


The ECOWAS chiefs of staff also met members of 
Liberia’s Council of State with whom they held lengthy 
discussions on the peace process. They also visited 
parts of the country to acquaint themselves with the 
deployment of ECOMOG contingents. 


The special representative of ECOWAS chairman in 
Liberia, Dr. Victor Gbeho, said the extras were particu- 
larly useful for those whose countries are at the moment 
not contributing troops to ECOMOG. He said the meet- 
ing concluded on a high note of satisfaction with the 
work of ECOMOG. 


Meanwhile, a delegation dispatched by President Rawl- 
ings has been holding consultations with the Liberian 
leadership, as well as representatives of international 
organizations, to assess progress made since the cease- 
fire went into effect and the aftermath of the installation 
of the new Council of State. 


The delegation led by a member of the Council of State, 
Captain Kojo Tsikata, held talks with the collective lead- 
ership and met individual council members. The delega- 
tion also held talks with members of the United States 
Inter Agency Task Force to Liberia which over the past 
week assessed possible areas of U.S. Government's as- 
sistance to enhance the peace process. 


From Liberia, the delegation will proceed to The Gam- 
bia and Burkina Faso for consultations with presidents 
Yahya Jammeh and Blaise Compaore on the effective 
implementation of the peace process before returning 
home. 
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Somalia 


Aidid Radio Denies Airport Captured 


EAI1110190495 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic in Somali 
1700 GMT 11 Oct 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A statement released this 
evening by the Ministry of Air and Land Transport 
describes the BBC report on the capture of Balli 
Doogle airport by a group of bandits as a baseless lie. 
The statement said a bandit gang had attempted to 
attack the Balli Doogle airport, but was repulsed by 
the security forces. Some of the bandits were captured, 
while others escaped. The ministry's report also called 
on the BBC to first obtain confirmation of the reports 
it is broadcasting and also to obtain them from neutral 
sources. It should not fabricate lies about the situation 
in Somalia. 


Aidid Radio: ‘Bandit’ Attack on Baidoa Repulsed 


EA1110220695 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Masses of the Somali Republic 1700 GMT 11 
Oct 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] A report from the SONNA [So- 
mali National News Agency] correspondent accompa- 
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nying the delegation of Mr. Mohamed Farah Aidid, the 
president of the Republic, said today that this morning 
a bandit gang from Bay region attempted to destabilize 
Baidoa town in Bay region. The bandits wanted to stir 
up chaos and loot property in Bay region, particularly 
the property of the residents of Baidoa. Farah Mohamed 
Yusuf Lamaneh, the SONNA correspondent, also said 
the national security forces in Bay region and others 
not yet nationalized repulsed them bravely. Some of 
the bandits were captured and others narrowly escaped. 
The report adds that the security forces and knowledge- 
able elders of Bay region, especially those of Baidoa, 
jointly decided to deal ruthlessly with such bandits and 
whoever attempts to undermine the stability, peace, and 
common good of the Somali people. The report adds 
that the situation in Baidoa is now very good in terms 
of security and the (?provision) of general services. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Mandela Notes Progress in Uniting Nation 


MB1010152495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1449 GMT 10 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) GENADENDAL Oct 10 
SAPA — Considerable progress had been made to- 
wards creating a united nation working against racism, 
exploitation and poverty since last year’s general elec- 
tion, but much still had to be done, President Nelson 
Mandela said on Tuesday [10 October]. 


Addressing a large crowd at Genadendal in the Western 
Cape and speaking in Afrikaans, he said the local gov- 
ernment elections would address an extremely important 
part of this movement despite enemies of democracy at- 
tempting to place obstacles in the way. The message he 
would leave in Genadendal was that the government 
would succeed. 


Mandela said those who claimed the coloured people’s 
future lay in pure nationalism and that they should with- 
draw from the rest of the South African nation should 
be rejected. Mandela said the years of apartheid had in- 
flicted deep wounds to the country. Young people had 
to deal with the results of this despite not having been 
responsible. New horizons were opening for the youth. 
They should grab with both hands the education oppor- 
tunities and other possibilities to better themselves. 


Mandela said crime should immediately be addressed 
by the community. He appealed to those who had 
embarked on the path of crime to build their future on 
moral principles. Mandela visited the museum and the 
historic Moravian church before addressing the people 
of Genadendal. 


ANC Figure Praises NP’s Development Minister 


MB1110095595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0922 GMT I1 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN Oct 11 SAPA 
— Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Development 
Minister Roclf Meyer was one of the few people in the 
National Party [NP] “who have understood the future", 
chairman of the ANC’s Constitutional Affairs study 
group, Pravin Gordhan, said on Wednesday. 


Answering questions at a media briefing in Cape Town, 
he said Meyer had understood the need for nation- 
building and yet keeping the party-political contest 
going. And “all of us are aware Roelf has played a 
valuable role in negotiations”. 


Problems around local government demarcation issues 
were rather to be found within the NP than with Meyer, 
Gordhan said. 
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"Does FW (Deputy President de Klerk) understand the 
need for national unity?", he asked. 


As the November 1 election campaign hotted up, "pretty 
soon we'll see the fear syndrome whipped up again 
among minority parties (in especially the Western Cape 
and KwaZulu/Natal)." 


ANC, NP Continue Sparring Over Media 
Ownership 


MB1110172695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1425 GMT 11 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Oct 11 SAPA 
— Some white editors in the "so-called" liberal Press 
were using "swart gevaar [black threat]" scare tactics 
reminiscent of the Total Onslaught era whenever the 
question of media diversity was discussed, the ANC 
said on Wednesday [11 October]. 


It also said in a statement that, while the ANC encour- 
aged foreign investment in South Africa, the sale of 
major newspapers to foreign interests did not contribute 
in any meaningful way towards the kind of ownership 
diversity so desperately needed. 


In another statement faxed to SAPA on Wednesday 
the NP [National Party] in KwaZulu-Natal said it was 
"shocked by the ANC’s persistent attempts to undermine 
the freedom of the media". Media freedom was the 
cornerstone of any democracy, and the media had played 
a vital role in democratising South Africa, the NP said. 


However, the ANC said in its statement South Africa’s 
Press had been slow in responding to the far-reaching 
changes which the country was undergoing. There had 
to be fundamental changes in the patterns of ownership 
and control of the white-dominated print media. "Calls 
for black media ownership seem to conjure up a 
‘swart gevaar Total Onslaught’ in the minds of those 
in control of our media." Most newsrooms remained 
predominantly white and did not reflect South Africa's 
rainbow nation. 


As a result, most mainstream newspapers had white 
editors who were often perceived to be some of the 
strongest opponents of the new government. "It seems 
that some of these persons have not yet even begun 
to cross the Rubicon. One wonders how, with such 
attitudes, they can truly write and reflect responsibly 
about the transition process.” 


The ANC singled out STAR editor Peter Sullivan in 
its renewed criticism following his debate with Black 
Editors Forum chairman Thami Mazwai on SABC’s 
[South African Broadcasting Corporation] Newsline/ 
Agenda programme on Tuesday night. It accused Sul- 
livan of making “an entirely false statement” during 
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the programme in claiming that the views expressed by 
ANC spokesperson, Ronnie Mamoepa, on media diver- 
sity did not reflect the views of the ANC leadership. 
"The statements made by Mamoepa were an accurate 
reflection of the discussions about these matters...at the 
last meeting of the National Executive Committee." 


Attached to the ANC’s statement was a copy of an 
internal STAR memorandum dated October 4 in which 
Sullivan told staff that only senior columnists and 
himself should express a view on Press matters. "There 
are some issues on which, because of their sensitivity, 
the STAR as a newspaper must speak with one voice," 
the memorandum said. The ANC said it found it 
"astonishing" that Sullivan would curb the right of 
STAR journalists to write about the current state of the 
SA [South Africa] media, after accusing the party of 
trying to restrict Press freedom. 


Earlier on Wednesday, ANC media spokesman Carl 
Niehaus told a briefing in Cape Town the party was not 
raising the media relations issue because it wanted to 
control South Africa’s media, but because it wanted to 
promote diversity of opinion. "At the moment we don’t 
have a Press which reflects the diversity of opinion in 
our society.” 


Assembly Passes Local Government Bill 


MB1110190195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1741 GMT 11 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} NATIONAL ASSEMBLY Oct 
11 SAPA — The Local Government Transition Act 
Second Amendment Bill, which allows the November 
1 local government poll to take place as scheduled, was 
passed by the National Assembly on Wednesday by 237 
votes to 102. 


It was supported by the ANC, DP [Democratic Party], 
PAC [Pan- Africanist Congress] and ACDP [African 
Christian Democratic Party} and opposed by the NP 
[National Party], IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] and FF 
[Freedom Front). 


Its passage followed the recent Constitutional Court 
judgment which ordered Parliament to rectify defects 
in presidential proclamations on local government by 
October 25. The five-hour debate was marked by 
vigorous exchanges between especially the NP and 
ANC, with speakers clearly in election mode. 


Tensions were heightened by a sharp clash between 
Deputy President F W de Klerk and Transport Minister 
Mac Maharaj about a reported allegation that De Klerk 
had threatened a military coup to restore the NP to 
power. Maharaj said he would ask President Nelson 
Mandela to dismiss De Klerk from his chairmanship of 
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the cabinet committee on security and intelligence. De 
Klerk said, however, he had ascertained that he had been 
misquoted in the newspaper report to which Maharaj 
had referred. 


Introducing the debate on the Bill, Deputy Minister of 
Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Development Valli 
Moosa said the National Party had done more harm to 
the cause of federalism than all those purported to be 
against it put together. NP local government spokesman 
Andre Fourie said problems were being caused by a 
small band of inflexible and aggressive people in the 
ANC. 


The process of speciaiuy reconvening Parliament had 
cost the South African taxpayer close on R1 million 
{rands). 


Colin Eglin (DP) said his party did not see the Bill 
as attacking the constitutional powers of any province. 
Richard Sizani (PAC) said his party would support 
the measure despite strong reservations on the clause 
dealing with rural local government structures. 


The Senate’s constitutional affairs committee was to 
process the Bill immediately after the National Assem- 
bly’s adjournment on Wednesday night so that Chamber 
could debate and vote on it on Thursday. 


KwaZulu/Natal Not To Participate in Election 


MB1210110095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1037 GMT 12 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PIETERMARITZBURG Oct 
12 SAPA — KwaZulu/Natal will not take part in the 
November local government elections, MEC [member 
of the Executive Council] for provincial government 
and housing Peter Miller said in Pietermaritzburg on 
Thursday. 


Miller told a Press conference it was impossible to 
have an election in the province before March 27 next 
year due to demarcation disputes concerning several 
transitional local councils and the Durban Transitional 
Metropolitan Council [TLC]. These disputes would be 
referred to the Electoral Court next week. 


Miller said the disputes were largely over the inclusion, 
or exclusion, of tribal areas into the TLCs. 


Miller said the issue over whether or not tribal areas 
should be included into urban areas was a complex one 
which required widespread consultation over a period 
of time. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Minister Provides Figures on Voter Registration 


MB1010133495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1153 GMT 10 Oct 95 


[figures as received] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) NATIONAL ASSEMBLY Oc- 
tober 10 SAPA — A total of 17,355,500 people had 
registered to vote in the nine provinces, constituting be- 
tween 90.21 percent and 66.35 percent of their popu- 
lations, Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Develop- 
ment Minister Roelf Meyer said on Tuesday. 


Of this total, 5,107,383 had registered in the meiropoli- 
tan areas of Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, Eaci London, 
Durban, Johannesburg and Pretoria, he said in a written 
reply to Johan Maree (NP [National Party)). 


The Western Cape (213,761) led the percentages with 
90.21 percent of the estimated voter population followed 
by the Northern Province (1,752,554) (84.29), North- 
ern Cape (328,925) (83.43), Northwest (1,413,043) 
(79.88), Eastern Cape (2,738,929) (75.65), Free State 
(1,123,282) (74.83), Gauteng (3,665,810) (72.36), 
Mpumalanga (1,072,188) (67.47) and KwaZulu/Natal 
(3,130,008) (66.35). 


The most number of voters (1,452,490) had regis- 
tered in the Johannesburg metropole followed by Cape 
Town (1,439,052), Pretoria (626,139), Port Elizabeth 
(394,281) and East London (188,530). 


ANC To Purge Members Running as Independents 


MB1010182095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1658 GMT 10 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] PETERSBURG Oct 10 SAPA 
— The African National Congress in Northern Province 
on Tuesday said it would end party membership of 
members who failed to make it on to party lists for 
forthcoming local government elections but insisied on 


contesting the poll as independents. 


Disciplinary measures were also being investigated 
against ANC members who registered as candidates 
in the name of the ANC’s allies, the South African 
Communist Party, Congress of South African Trade 
Unions and South African National Civics Organisation, 
it said in a statement. These organisations had agreed 
that their members contesting the November | poll 
would do so under an ANC banner. 


Selection for the ANC party lists had been subject to 
criteria to ensure half the proportional representation 
candidates were women, said ANC spokesman lan 
Madikoto. Some members who lost in list conferences 
were standing as independents. "Those who insist on 
contesting the elections as independents will have 
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their membership of the ANC withdrawn forthwith,” 
Madikoto said. 


Nobody had been forced to withdraw as a candidate. 
Many ANC members registered as independents had 
begun to withdraw their candidature. The ANC said 
it would contest all 180 rural wards in the election, 
127 of the 138 urban wards and all 56 proportional 
representation seats in the province. 


ANC Predicts ‘Significant Inroads’ in NP Turf 


MB1110173795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1344 GMT 11 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN Oct 11 SAPA 
— The ANC expected to make significant inroads 
into the NP’s [National Party] coloured support in the 
Western Cape’s rural areas in the November | local 
government poll, ANC national elections commission 
chairman Saki Macozoma said on Wednesday. 


The party had identified a "Cape Corridor” comprising 
NP coloured supporters disenchanted with the NP-led 
provincial government, he said at an ANC caucus 
briefing. In the other seven provinces the party expected 
to maintain its traditional areas of support as ANC 
candidates were standing unopposed in many local 
authorities. "However, we do think people need more 
motivation than was the case in the previous election,” 
Macozoma said. 


Although national voter registration presently stood at 
73 percent, research had shown that thousands of voters 
whose names did not appear on voters rolls could turn 
up at polling stations on November | which could result 
in confrontation. Macozoma said the ANC and other 
political parties were studying a proposal to introduce 
special tendered votes which would allow unregistered 
voters to go to the polls. These votes would be placed 
in a special ballot box and only taken into account if 
they did not swing the election in the district in any 
direction. 


ANC chief whip Arnold Stofile told a press briefing that 
the ANC election campaign was being funded solely 
from the party’s coffers and that internal accounting 
mechanisms had been improved since last year’s April 
elections. 


DP Manifesto Focuses on Safety, Security 


MBI1010182995 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
10 Oct 95 p1l 


[Report by Abdul Milazi] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Creating safe and secure weigh- 
bourhoods is the Democratic Party’s [DP] main promise 
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in its manifesto for the local government elections on 
November 1. 


Affirmative action and flat rates for rent in black areas 
are strongly challenged in the manifesto. "The DP 
will strive to implement a Fair Deal Programme based 
on everyone paying his or her fair share, improving 
services, protecting and extending property rights and 
fair opportunities for all.” 


The DP also promises to run municipalities on a 
"business basis", leading to cheaper rates and services. 


"Efficient, creative, investment-friendly municipalities 
will attract industry, tourists and commercial develop- 
ment, resuiting in more jobs for school leavers and the 
unemployed.” 


The party says services can be improved only if 
everyone pays for them. "Strong action will be taken 
against people who do not pay for their services. Rate 
rebates will be granted to pensioners and people living 
on disability grants. 


"Where people cannot pay for basic services, munici- 
palities should allocate a certain amount for repayable 
lifeline tariffs.” 


The DP also says national and provincial governments 
should contribute to the costs of running local govern- 
ment. 


It also says the development of less-privileged areas 
cannot be done by existing ratepayers alone. 


The DP promises to achieve this by: 


— Ensuring that properly motivated plans are submitted 
to central and provincial government: 

— A fiscal commission allocating a proportion of 
central government revenue to local authorities; and 
— Forming strong municipal associations that can lobby 
central and provincial governments. 


"Our neighbourhoods are no longer safe for our children. 
Harassment on the streets of our business districts is an 
everyday occurrence and the waves of burglaries mean 
we cannot sleep at night. 


"Our families and friends have a right to live in safe 
and secure neighbourhoods, free of crime, violence, 
intimidation and fear.” 


The manifesto further states that the DP believes "neigh- 
bourhoods” can be effectively policed through imple- 
menting Community-operated crime prevention services 
{COPS} and municipal policing. 


"COPS has one primary task, general crime prevention, 
patrolling and law enforcement in your community.” 
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The document says the DP is already fighting to make 
our communities safe by “introducing legislation in 
Parliament to restrict bail and provide for tougher 
sentencing”. 


The DP claims that it is also: 


— Campaigning “for more money" for the South 
African Police Services; 

— Working closely with police and community police 
forums; 

— Campaigning to upgrade existing municipal protec- 
tive services to make them more efficient; and 

— Working to establish municipal courts so that trans- 
gressors of municipal by-laws can be speedily brought 
to trial. 


"Effective town planning and urban management must 
protect the existing rights of property owners so that 
values are maintained. At the same time, land must 
be made available for informal settlements so that 
uncontrolled land invasion is stopped.” 


The DP also promises to protect property rights by 
ensuring that: 


— Effective town planning schemes provide land for 
informal settlements; 

— Authorities take strong measures to prevent uncon- 
trolled land invasion; 

— Local authorities lobby higher levels of government 
for “our fair share of housing money", and 

— Municipal courts are established to enforce by-laws. 


"The DP stands for equal opportunities for everyone and 
will oppose any practices adopted by a municipality that 
results in reverse apartheid. 


"We will oppose any so-called affirmative action mea- 
sures that impose fixed quotas at the expense of stan- 
dards and merit. We will oppose any biased preferential 
treatment that awards tenders and contracts that may 
prove detrimental to efficient running of your local au- 
thority.” 


The DP promises a lean and efficient government by: 


— Privatising as many services as possible; 

— Contracting out services that the private sector can 
supply cheaper; 

— Instituting regular productivity audits leading to more 
cost- effective use of resources; 

— Rewarding employees and members of the public 
who come up with cost-saving suggestions; 

— Offering incentives to encourage the private sector 
and local communities to assist in implementing local 
government objectives; 
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— Ensuring that funds are available to market towns 
and cities; 

— Ensuring public officials are hard-working and ac- 
countable; 

— Ensuring corruption and wastage are ruthlessly 
rooted out; 

— Ensuring service charges and rates are fair to attract 
business; 

— Ensuring money is spent on infrastructure to help 
foster economic growth; and 

— Fighting for strong powers for local authorities so 
they are free to make their own decisions and are not 
pressured by the province. 


"Our policies represent a practical vision for the future,” 
says DP leader Mr Tony Leon. 


‘Bruising Battle’ Predicted in Afrikaner Wards 


MBO0510135095 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
5 Oct 95 p13 


[Report by political reporter Mondli Makahanya] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] Traditional Afrikaner wards 
are expected to be among the most heavily contested 
in the Novernber | local government elections, with the 
National Party (NP), the Freedom Front (FF) and the 
Conservative Party (CP) gearing up for a bruising battle. 


While the main battle will be fought between the NP 
and the FF, the CP will also feature in what is seen in 
Afrikaner politics as the litmus test of where Afrikaners’ 


support lies. 


The FF, which has become the most significani party 
in Afrikaner politics since the NP opened its doors 
tc all races has fielded more than 1,000 candidates in 
traditionally Afrikaans wards. 


FF local government co-ordinator Pieter Groenewaid 
said the FF was looking at the NP as its main rival 
and was hoping to woo a considerable portion of voters 
who voted for the NP in the 1988 municipal elections, 
as well as most CP voters. 


The FF is fighting the elections on a platform of fighting 
Afrikaner causes such as the preservation of Afrikaans 
schools, health services and cultural symbols. 


It is advocating the establishment of Afrikaner councils 
which wiil oversee the maintenance of such services in 
Afrikaans neighbourhoods. 


The FF has also experienced a trickle of defections of 
councillors from the NP and the FF. 


It is using the fact that it already [words indistinct] in 
the nationa! and provincial parliament as a means of 
Out-manoeuvring the CP. 
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"A lot of for.ner CP supporters will vote for the Freedom 
Front because we are already represented on the first and 
second tiers of government whereas the CP will only be 
represented on the third tier. 


"They think they will be better served by putting FF 
representatives on the third tier,” said Groenewald. 


Although not contesting on an Afrikaner ticket, the NP 
is also playing to the gallery of Afrikaner interests, and 
is promising to help preserve local lifestyles and fight 
the marginalisation of Afrikaner culture. 


It will be contesting virtually every seat for which the 
FF has fielded candidates. 


The NP’s Gauteng election manager Peter Smith said 
his party was lumping the CP and the FF in one basket 
and was fighting the two parties with the same strategy. 


Although the CP is coming in as a minor player, its 
candidates and those of independents will serve as an 
ifritant to the FF and the NP, as they will split the votes. 


While CP spokesman Ari Paulas decliaed to list the 
number of CP candidates, it is understocd that the party 
is fighting the election in some wards wider the banners 
of ratepayers’ associations. 


Survey Shows ‘Disturbing’ Election Ignorance 


MBO0510165695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1053 GMT 5 Oct 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Oct 5 SAPA 
— More than 80 per cent of black voters polled by 
the Institute for Democracy in South Africa [Idasa] had 
been unable to name even one candidate in the coming 
local government elections, and more than half did not 
know where to vote, survey co-ordinator Bob Mattes 
said on Thursday. 


Describing the situation as abysmal, he said that in the 
rural areas of the Free State, not one voter had been 
able tc name a candidate. 


He said there was significant cause for concern in the 
urban areas of Gauteng, where 24 per cent of voters said 
they would not vote. 


Idasa public information centre director Dr Maphela 
Ramphele said the survey revealed a disturbing potential 
for disruption at polling stations because significant 
proportions of unregistered voters said they would still 
try to vote, and expected they would be allowed to do 
$0. 


With less than four weeks to go until November 1, 
it appeared blacks in particular would be voting in 
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large numbers: 83 per cent of those surveyed said they 
intended to gv to the polls. 


However, the election campaign would be very low- 
profile, based on low levels of public interest, and taking 
place in a serious vacuum of information, Idasa said. 


Ignorance of candidates was all the more disturbing 
since one of the main justifications for electing local 
governments was that voters would be more familiar 
with and closer to their councillors than to provincial or 
national government. 


Ramphele said South Africa faced a leadership problem 
because parties were scraping the bottom of the barrel 
to come up with leaders at local level. 


Mattes said the survey, conducted from Septemver 23 to 
October 2, vas of 425 black households, 225 of them in 
the rural areas of 7he Eastern Cape. Northwest, Northern 
Province and the Free State, and the remainder in urban 
areas of Gauteng. 


Eighty-five per cent of those surveyed reported being 
registered to vote. Fifteen per cent of those not reg- 
istered [words indistinct] registration. A significantly 
large minority, 42 per cent, expressed a lack of con- 
fidence in their knowledge of the voting system. 


Unemployment, housing and services were iden: ified as 
the top issues requiring attention by new local councils, 
and offered very fertile areas for party campaigiis in the 
next three weeks, Idasa said. 


Although significant numbers of voters, 21 per cent 
of those surveyed, wanted to vote fo: a non-aligned 
candidate, they did not yet know of any, the institute 
said. 


South African Press Review for 12 Oct 
MB1210113995 


[FBIS Editorial Report) 
BUSINESS DAY 


Approval of IMF Debt Relief Moves — "The new 
mood at the International Monetary Fund and, more 
particularly, the World Bank as regards debt relief 
is something that should be welcomed,” begins an 
editorial on page 6 of the 12 October edition of 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English. Noting the 
IMF plan to sell off gold reserves, shift the proceeds 
to interest-bearing securities, and use the interest for 
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debt relief, the editorial admits that the IMF's view 
that there are “more attractive ways of managing assets 
than holding them in gold” is not a “cheerful” one 
for South Africa. Nevertheless, the paper approves of 
the new World Bank president's “creative assessment 
of the thin line between debt forgiveness — which 
almost everyone agrees is unwise and unsustainable 
because it tends to encourage bad economic practices 
and debt defaulting — and debt relief.” The paper calls 
for a debt relief program that “will both encourage 
the introduction of wise economic policies and assist 
beneficiaries practicing these poiicies to climb out of 
the debt trap in which past policies have landed them." 
With debt relief for South African trading partners such 
as Mozambique, Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Kenya, “the 
entire region would benefit.” 


SOWETAN 


Government Urged To Act Against Corruption — The 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 12 October 
runs an editorial on page 10 that begins: “Reports 
about the gravy train are received with a chuckle 
which amounts to saying: Never mind, boys will be 
boys. But the gravy train is a symptom of a much 
deeper financial malaise inherited from the previous 
government. What we cannot understand is that while 
evidence of such scandalous economic corruption is 
glaring, the incumbent Government seems unwilling to 
do anything about it.” 


THE STAR 


Health Care Policy Examined — Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on page 14 of its 12 October issue 
questions whether free health care is desirable for the 
country. Noting that the “historic inequities” of the 
past support an affirmative answer to the question, 
the paper says that “signals from other parts of the 
continent...should not be ignored.” “Obviously, the way 
forward in South Africa is to improve the health of 
all. If the introduction of a system of payments can 
be designed to encourage people towards preventive 
and promotive health programmes at clinics, rather than 
towards curative services at our hard-pressed hospitals, 
then it deserves serious consideration by the authorities. 
Undoubtedly, we would do well to examine carefully 
developments in other African countries, where very 
often preventive and promotive care are free while 
medicines and curative care are charged for.” 


This — ied lal. Copying ond dissemninatl 
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Angola 


Savimbi Article on Peace Prospects Publish-d 


BR1110103095 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
9 Oct 95 p2 


[Article by UNITA President Jonas M. Savimbi: “An- 
gola: Peace is Possible] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] For about a year now, since the 
Lusaka accords of October-November 1994, peace in 
Angola has finally seemed to be within reach. 


Howevei, the process is dragging on, to the extent 
that the major international media appears to be losing 
interest. In doing so, it is participating in the creation 
of a climate of skepticism, or even resignation, which 
in Luanda obviously facilitates the intrigues of all 
those who still dream of doing away with it. At the 
same time, within UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola} or within the rural 
populations which continue to support it, this contributes 
to dangerous outbreaks of backsliding: The trap and the 
massacres of the fall of 1992 have not been forgotten. 


The truth is that gradually, but almost in secret with 
respect to world opinion, stages are being completed 
which encouiage supporters of peace on both sides. 


For example, in Brussels, where President Eduardo dos 
Santos and I stood side by side, lenders have just 
promised us a major assistance of one billion dollars, 
more than the government expected. 


However, the fulfillment of this promise which should 
permit, if not a rapid recovery of development, then at 
least the preliminary restoration of our infrastructures, 
is dependent upon the creation of a climate of political 
stability in Angola and the restoration of its external 
credibility. In other words, peace must be effective. 


From this standpoint, the ncxt three months will be 
decisive. This will require applying as faithfully as 
possible all the military provisions of the Lusaka 
accords; in other words, billeting all the troops, ours 
as well as the government's; training on this basis an 
“integrated” national army of 90,000 men (which seems 
to us to be far too many for a country which is not 
threatened by any of its neighbors, one which cannot 
imagine waging war against any of them); and finally, 
totally demobilizing 100,000 troops! 


Demobilize them and offer them a minimum of social 
opportunities. This is where the many promises made 
in Brussels are encouraging to us since the government 
is not in a position to cope with the situation given the 
current state of its finances. 
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The Lusaka Accords 


Is it possible to finally achieve peace without escaping 
from the "Who Won, Who Lost” logic? 


Certainly not, which is what I have just told President 
Chirac. He realizes that all of our African neighbors, 
Siarting with Nelson Mandela, are now convinced tha! 
we have already made all the concessions possible and 
that the claims of the Luanda activists risk capsizing the 
euilire process. This is especially true in view of the fact 
that 2,800 to 3,000 South African mercenaries are still 
in place and no one knows whether they obey General 
de Matos or President dos Santos. 


We fully want peace under the conditions defined 
by the Lusaka accords. We must stay within this 
framework and the community of powers must ensure 
that the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola] stays within it. Otherwise, war could resume 
for 10 years, and a social explosion will take place in 
Luanda itself which will make the situation completely 
inextricable! 


Until the Lusaka accords, supporting the MPLA seemed 
to be the primary aim of Western diplomacy, perhaps 
to establish a balance of forces which our military 
successes, at the end of 1992 and during all of 1993, 
had dangerously compromised. 


The reestablishment of t.is balance undoubtedly seemed 
necessary to them to reach a peace agreement. 


We signed it and we are prepared to fully honor our 
signature, provided that no one claims to be able to 
impose a dishonorable treatment on the majority of our 
soldiers. 


But we will obtain nothing by ourselves if the powers 
do not imitate the African nations which are the most 
involved. South Africa first of all, which remains 
extremely vigilant and is increasing its pressure on the 
MPLA to prevent the MPLA from once again crossing 
the Rubicon. 


The powers perhaps thought that it was necessary to 
support the MPLA until the conclusion of the Lusaka 
accords, but this regime must now be warned, brought 
back to the realities on the ground, and forced to accept 
its responsibilities. 


Brussels was good, but it would have been only a mirage 
if the cease-fire had been called into doubt because of 
an unacceptable slippage in the billeting process, in 
the creation of 2 genuinely national army, and in the 
demobilization of those for whom there is no room in 
the new army. 


is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


10 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


This is what I told the president of the French Republic, 
and it seemed to me that I was heard. 


Savimbi Views Peace Process, Portuguese Ties 


BR1110153295 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
7 Oct 95 p 28 


(Report on interview with UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi 
signed "D.R."; place aad date not gives: “Savimbi: 
‘Peace is on Track’”] 


(FBIS Translated Text] After his trip to Brussels and 
Paris, UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] leader Jonas Savimbi told EXPRESSO 
that, this time, the Angolan peace process ws: ©» track 
in a long-lasting manner but, where some ssis cre 
concerned, he once again demonstrated ‘>: despi*< the 
truce he had not given up the combative tie which 
over the years has characterized him as an ii”. s.¢ and 
determined politician and military man. 

Confronted with the recent statement made to EX- 
PRESSO by General Joao de Matos, head of the joint 
chiefs of staff of the Angolan Armed Forces, that “mil- 
itary power cannot be shared,” Jonas Savimbi replied: 
"He can say what he likes, but what I am saying is thai 
as far as | am concerned he cannot lead [the army] be- 
cause I do not want him to, and there are many other 
Angolans who do not want him leading it (...). I do not 
know if he is a hawk or not, but I am saying that he has 
already met with me and with President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos and at those meetings he did not come to 
say that he wanted to make war.” 


Diamond Issue 


With regard to the current situation in the diamond 
region of the Lunda Provinces, where the government, 
UNITA, prospectors, and adventurers of all types and 
nationalities are exploring for diamonds under very 
confusing conditions, Savimbi said that he does not 
agree that government troops should enter the zone 
controlled by his movement. "There are two zones, a 
UNITA zone and a government zone. We agree to 
a general operation to clean out the prospectors and 
adventurers if this operation is carried out jointly by 
UNITA and government forces, but if the government 
wants to do it by itself, then it can only do so in its own 
zone, not in UNITA’s zone,” he said. 

Tne UNITA president agreed, however, with the prin- 
ciple that, in the lung term, order will have to be estab- 
lished in the entire region and that diamond exploration 
will, in the future, have to be carried out via concessions 
and specialist companies. 

After confirming that he currently has a good personal 
relationship with Jose Eduardo dos Santos —- “We talk 
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about everything, about the family and even soccer, 
because he loves soccer” — Savimbi admitted that in 
his recent meetings they always discussed “fundamental 
problems because they both want peace.” He added: 
“Our meetings have to produce results. It cannot be any 
other way (...). | can confirm that I have already spoken 
to him about the need to force out the South African 
and British mercenaries, and he promised that he would 
deal with this.” 

With regard to UNITA’s participation in the financial 
project for reconstruction aid approved last week in 
Brussels, Savimbi also called for a more prominent 
role than what the government wants to give it. The 
government only wants to include his movement in the 
regions where it has the strongest presence: "We went 
to Brussels as partners, although we knew thal we were 
a different entity and now we do not want to remain 
on the sidelines. We want to continue to be part of the 
solution .... You have to have goodwill, and ‘'NITA 
will have to involve its entire structure for approving 
reconstruction and humanitarian aid projects at national 
level.” 


Hope in Gaterres 


Visibly pleased with the outcome of the legislative 
elections in Portugal, Jonas Savimbi was clear: “Cavaco 
Silva did not protect Portugal's interests in Angola. We 
never managed to regularize our relations. Now we have 
hope, because men come and go while the interests of 
nations prevail.” 

"We applaud this promise of change because we want 
Portugal to play an active, non-biased role in Angola,” 
he added, before revealing that he sent two messages to 
Lisbon to congratulate Antonio Guterres and his “friend” 
Manuel Monteiro. 


Regarding the billeting of UNITA troops, he said that 
over the next few weeks the process will advance quite 
rapidly. “There will not be any more war in Angola,” 
he guaranteed. 


UNITA Chief of Staff on Troop Confinement 


MB1110172895 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 11 Oci 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] A few days ago, UN Secretary 
General Butrus Butrus-Ghali expressed disappointment 
with the slow pace of the Angolan peace process, but 
both sides say every effort is being inade to regain some 
time. 

General Arlindo Chenda Pena Ben-Ben, chief of Gen- 
eral Staff of the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola (UNITA] armed forces, says the end 
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of the Angolan Armed Forces’ formation and the con- 
finement of UNITA armed forces are closely connected 
issues that must not be seen separately. 


[Begin Ben-Ben recording] The end of the formation 
of the FAA forces must necessarily include troop 
confinement. In turn, troop confinement is intrinsically 
linked to [words indistinct] such as the creation of the 
right conditions and good training. For our part, we are 
ready to go into this because our soldiers are willing to 
help build the confinement points. They will build the 
confinement camps together with the Aid Coordination 
Unit, UCA. UNITA has not delayed in any way. In fact, 
we are very willing to help the process along. However, 
at this stage what is needed is a more dynamic approach 
and involvement (words indistinct]. [end reccrding] 


Concerning the presence of many children at the UNITA 
troop confinement points in Lunduimbale and Vila 
Nova, the UNITA chief of General Staff said: 


(Begin Ben-Ben recording] The children who were 
filmed are the offspring of soldiers working there. It is 
worth noting that soldiers in those areas right now are 
not confined troops yet. They are there only to help build 
the camps. In addition, there is no restriction preventing 
children from visiting their fathers [words indistinct). 
{end recording] 


UN’s Beye, Others Comment on FAA Formation 


MB1010150395 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 10 Oct 95 


[Passages within quotation marks recorded} 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] UN Secretary General 
Buirus-Ghali has called on both the government and 
the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola [UNITA] to speed up the formation of the 
Angolan Armed Forces [FAA], as stipulated in the 
Lusaka Protocol. [passage omitted] 


Here in Angola, Mendes de Carvalho, deputy for the 
Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola, says 
he supports the UN secretary general's call. He explains 
why: 


[Mendes] "I agree with him. The UN mission here in 
Angola does not see how the problem is unfolding." 
{passage indistinct] 

In turn, Alioune Blondin Beye, special representative 
of the UN secretary general in Angola, who will attend 
a seminar on the Angolan peace process in Bonn, 
Germany, on 12 October, is a man who is criticized 
by some and hailed by others. His optimism on the 
effectiveness of the peace process continues. 
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[Beye] "It is important that the Angolan people should 
note that the international (?community) is extending 
a fraternal hand and this gesture must receive a suit- 
able response. The situation in the field is such that 
it will encourage us in Bonn to [word indistinct), in- 
cluding decision-making bodies to consolidate the peace 
process." 


Meanwhile, senior FAA officers are closely following 
the development of events. General [Raimundo Sa Ita] 
is one of them and said: 


{Ita} "It i+» obvious that the UN secretary general 
should be concerned about delays in finishing the 
FAA’s formation. I would like to say that the Lusaka 
Protocol (words indistinct]. One of the fundamental 
phases finishing the FAA forces’ formation is the 
confinement process. At this moment, I think our main 
concern should be the confinement of UNITA military 
forces because, according to the protocol, UNITA can 
only integrate into FAA forces after the conclusion of 
the confinement process. Thus, in my view, we must 
all work with maximum speed so we can finish the 
confinement of UNITA military forces and from there 
work to finish the FAA forces’ formation. Theoretically, 
we can say that the work has progressed a great deal. 
As you are aware, a UNITA delegation, led by its 
General Staff chief, is here in Luanda working with 
us in drawing up details for the conclusion of the FAA 
forces’ formation." 


Zimbabwe 


3 Arrested for Plotting To Assassinate Mugabe 


MB0810200995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2001 GMT 08 Oct 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] HARARE Oct 8 SAPA — Po- 
lice revealed they arrested three men — two only last 
week — linked to an alleged plot to assassinate Pres- 
ident Robert Mugabe, ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER- 
AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY] news agency reported on 
Sunday [8 October]. 


William Nhamakonha, who was arrested in August 
and remanded into custody, is accused of smuggling 
weapons into Zimbabwe with the express intention 
of making an attempt on Mugabe’s life. His court 
appearance on August 21 was held in camera because 
security authorities wanted to prevent the case becoming 
public so they could arrest two other suspects. 


Sources said the plot was linked to an opposition polit- 
ical leader, but operational details were not available. 


All three suspects were based in Mozambique and are 
thought to be members of Chimwenje — an armed Zim- 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


12 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


babwean dissident group, which Mozambican authori- 
ties say is based in Renamo-controlled areas. 


While reports from Mozambique have in the past linked 
Chimwenje to opposition Zimbabwe Unity Movement 
leader Edgar Tekere, Zimbabwean security police have 
no’. deen able to confirm the group’s existence. 


Nhamakonha was arrested near Harare Stadium in 
possession of a Claymore mine, an AK47 and two 
magazines and 146 Uzi submachine gun ammunition 
rounds. He is thought to have entered Zimbabwe from 
a base at Dombe in Mozambique’s Manica province. 


Alleged Assassin Appears in Court 


MB1010201995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1800 GMT 10 Oct 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) HARARE Oct 10 SAPA — 
The alleged commander of an armed group of Zim- 
babwean dissidents, suspected of having links with the 
opposition ZANU [Zimbabwe African National Union] 
(Ndonga) party, appeared in the Harare Magistrate’s 
Court on Tuesday [10 October] accused of plotting to 
assassinate President Robert Mugabe and overthrow the 
government. 


Simba Mhlanga, 32, became the second person to be 
brought before the courts in the alleged plot, the details 
of which are beginning to emerge after authorities had 
kept the case under wraps for nearly two months while 
they hunted the other suspects, ZIANA [ZIMBABWE 
INTER-AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY] news agency 
reports. 


The allegations involve three counts of contravening the 
Law and Order Maintenance Act in that Mhlanga al- 
legedly sneaked out of the country on two occasions and 
underwent military training in an undisclosed country. 
He allegedly smuggled weapons into Zimbabwe. He is 
also charged with conspiracy to murder and conspiracy 
to engage in acts of sabotage and terrorism. 


"The accused’s main aim and objectives, and indeed 
those of his accomplices, were to further political 
change in Zimbabwe by the use of physical force, vi- 
olence, sabotage, intimidation, civil disobedience, re- 
sis.ance to law, and other unlawful means," prosecutor 
Duncan Dingani told the court. The court record detailed 
a plot to blow up Mugabe's vehicle as his motorcade 
passed the national sports stadium in Harare. 


According to the warrant of arrest for Mhlanga issued 
on August 25, he was commander of the Chimwenje 
Freedom Fighters, as the rebels are called. ZANU 
(Ndonga) is led by veteran Zimbabwean politician Rev 
Ndabaningi Sithole. It has two parliamentary seats and 
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is the only opposition party represented in the 150-seat 
single-chamber parliament. 


Mhianga pleaded for bail on Tuesday, which was 
opposed by the prosecutor. "I have no reason to run 
away because right now I have been liberated from the 
trouble that I had got into. I would like to show the 
police where my colleagues can be located," he said 
almost choking with emotion. "I no longer have any 
plans to fight the government. I wish all my friends 
could be apprehended so that we can tcll who had 
recruited us with the promise of sending us to school 
abroad only to send us for military training." 


According to Dingani, Mhlanga left Zimbabwe soon af- 
ter independence in 1980 with 11 others and went to an 
undisclosed country for military training. He re-entered 
Zimbabwe in 1982 and left again in 1983 with seven 
others. On both occasions, Mhlanga and his group re- 
ceived training in the use of AK47 rifles, handgrenades, 
landmines, anti-personnel mines and mortars. He al- 
legedly conspired to smuggle arms into the country and 
plotted assassinations of political figures. 


Although Dingani did not name the countries involved 
in the training of the dissidents, Mozambican authori- 
ties have confirmed the existence of the group on their 
territory in areas controlled by the former rebel move- 
ment Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance]. Se- 
curity sources said three countries were involved and 
would not be named for fear of damaging diplomatic 
relations. 


Finance Minister Ariston Chambati Dies 


MBO0710203495 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 7 Oct 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The minister of finance, 
Comrade Ariston Chambati, has died. According to 
a statement released by the director of information, 
Comrade (Bonwell Chakaodza), the mi. .ster died early 
today. Comrade Chambati, aged 60, was admitted to 
Parirenyatwa Hospital at the beginning of last month 
and was discharged on the 26th of the same month when 
he was reported to be recovering at home. [passage 
omitted] 


Mugabe Receives UNITA Leader 11 Oct 


MB1210071795 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 11 Oct 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] Jonas Savimbi, National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] leader, 
said in Harare today that he might finaily return to 
Luanda in January 1996, when a new government of 
national unity is due to come into effect. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-197 


12 October 1995 SOUTHERN AFRICA 13 


Speaking to the media after a meeting of more than 
one hour with Zimbabwean President Robert Gabriel 
Mugabe, UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi said his party 
would be in Luanda for the constitution of a new 
government that will include four UNITA-appointed 
ministers if the issues of military demobilization and 


the formation of a new national army are completed 
before this year’s end. 


Asked whether he would accept a vice presidency, the 


UNITA leader said he had no problem with that, adding 
he just needs time. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibi 


ted without permission of the copyright owners. 


14 WEST AFRICA 


Cote d’Ivoire 
Bedie Assures Oppositon of Transparent Vote 


AB0810153595 Abidjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 7 Oct 95 


[Address by President Bedie to Ivorian Popular Front 
and the Rally of Republicans on the upcoming elections 
in Abidjan on 7 October — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] My dear brothers and sisters, 
activists and sympathizers of the Ivorian Popular Front 
(FPI) and the Rally of Republicans [RDR]. I wish to 
speak to each and everyone of you personally. I would 
like to speak to you directly without an intermediary to 
tell you what I think and what I am doing. In so doing, 
you will judge for yourself. 


You have decided to support the opposition. That is 
your right. I regret that you do not support me, but 
I respect your choice. That is the way the democratic 
game works. Whether at the level of ideas, programs, 
Or persons, everyone is free to have his preferences and 
to express them. Everyone also has the right to defend 
his ideas and, if he thinks himself capable, to run in 
elections. No one, let alone myself, disputes this right. 


I shall go even further to say that, if the opposition is 
constructive, it can be useful in the making of good 
choices and decisions by the government formed by the 
majority. Democracy does not mean consensus — which 
is unanimity among everyone in confusion and paralysis 
— but it means that there is a majority which rules and 
an opposition which criticizes. Each side respects the 
other side in a reciprocal manner, with both of them 
seeking to serve the nation. 


Let us turn to what can be read daily from your media. 
The upcoming elections — presidential, legislative, and 
municipal — will not be fair and transparent. The 
voters register will be incomplete and full of errors, 
and the voters cards will also be full of errors. Some 
voters have reportedly not even received them. There 
are reportedly not sufficient guarantees for the elections 
to be transparent and regular. All this is false. 


All measures have been taken for every registered per- 
son to appear on the voter’s registration. The voters’ 
cards have been issued with care and have been dis- 
tributed or are being distributed. As in any operation of 
this scope there can be here and there a few involun- 
tary errors which can be corrected before the polls, at 
the request of technical commissions established in all 
constituencies on which the candidates’ representatives 


are represented. 
As for the electoral operations proper, they will take 


place with ballot boxes in which the voting papers can 
be seen by all, where voters marked with indelible 
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ink will vote only once, where the counting of votes 
by each polling station will take place publicly — 
that is, in the presence of the representatives of all 
the candidates — and where the centralization and the 
announcing of the results will be made in the presence 
of foreign observers. All disputes will be referred 
to the Autonomous National Electoral Commission 
which has been set up to supervise the elections and 
arbitrate disputes. This commission is presided over by 
an independent magistrate appointed by the country’s 
highest judicial institution — the Supreme Court. All 
the elections to be held in the coming weeks will be 
sincere and true elections. I give you my word of honor. 


Let us now come to the electoral code, which is the 
main bone of contention and which, however, was 
previously approved by your leaders. Have you read 
this code? Have you read the whole thing? It is said 
to constitute an obstacle to the candidacy of the one 
who could be called the virtual opposition candidate. 
The one who makes people say on even days that he 
will be a candidate and make them say on odd days 
that he will not be a candidate, the one who announces 
on even days that he is coming and announces on odd 
days that he will not come, this ghost candidate did not 
file his papers. Who can affirm that the Constitutional 
Council would have rejected this candidacy? It was only 
if these papers had been filed that the answer would 
be known. What can you then say about the refusal 
of your leaders to file their papers? Did you not have 
within your ranks men or women capable of standing 
for the presidential elections? Or are your leaders hiding 
behind a candidate who they knew would never come in 
order to avoid the democratic confrontation in which no 
One is sure about victory in advance? Of course, when 
you refuse the democratic debate and the decisions of a 
popular suffrage, the only alternative for you is to cause 
disturbances, agitation, and disorder. This is, alas, what 
was done. 


Who can believe, just for a minute, that a government 
which is alive to its duty and responsible for law and 
order and for the security of persons and goods will 
allow the reign of anarchy, paralysis, and chaos? This 
is why I am speaking to each and everyone of you — 
activists and supporters of the FPI and the RDR — who 
adore your country as do the activists of the other parties 
and Ivorians, no matter what their opinions, their belief, 
or their ethnic belonging are. Peace is our greatest good. 
Without it, there will be no democracy. Disorder can 
only open the way to dictatorship, be it the dictatorship 
of one person or that of a party. 


Within a few weeks, legislative and municipal elections 
will be held. I renew my pledge to you that they 
will all be held in an atmosphere of transparency and 
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republican regularity. Each one of you will once again 
have the opportunity to express his or her preferences 
and designate the representative of his choice. The path 
to democracy is wide open to us. We only need to take it 
calmly and with responsibility. This is why I am asking 
you to discipline yourselves and tell your leaders to 
achieve your ideas and not to line you up against your 
Ivorian brothers in fratricidal and bloody wars. I want 
you to take this message to them: yes to democracy. 
Democracy; full democracy and nothing but democracy. 
No to the dictatorship of disorder. No, to dictatorship 
in the streets; no to havoc. If we do not want to dash 
the numerous chances of our country on the rocks, we 
should be tolerant to one another and live together in 
our diversity and differences, because we are all the 
sons and daughters of the same motherland. Our beloved 
Cote d'Ivoire. 


Nigeria 


No Public Reaction to Commuted Sentences Noted 


AB1110172595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 11 Oct 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] At long last, the Provisional 
Ruling Council in Nigeria last night announced details 
of the sentences imposed on 40 [as heard] convicted 
coup plotters earlier this year, among them former head 
of state Olusegun Obasanjo. The whole case caused a 
storm and international condemnation of the secrecy of 
the trial and the expected severity of sentences. But it 
seems few people were holding their breaths for last 
night’s announcement as General Abacha had already 
commuted many death sentences. From Lagos, Sola 
Odunfa reports: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] Last night’s announcement 
of the judgment of the Provisional Ruling Council on 
the 41 convicted military officers and civilians has so 
far not elicited any open public reaction, one way or the 
other. Four army colonels and a retired major, who were 
condemned to death by firing squad for plotting, are now 


WEST AFRICA 15 


to serve life imprisonment. Ten others, including Major 
General Shehu Musa Yar’Aduda, who were similarly 
condemned for conspiracy, will instead serve 25 years 
imprisonment. Former Head of State General Olusegun 
Obasanjo and 17 others convicted for concealment and 
various other offenses have their sentences reduced to 
15 years. This group includes Dr. Beko Ransome-Kuti, 
chairman of the human rights group, Campaign for 
Democracy, and another official of the group, Mallam 
Shehu Sani. Dr. Ransome-Kuti's offense was that he 
faxed a statement of defense made by one of the military 
Officers on trial to human rights organizations abroad. 
Four journalists are also in the 15 years jail group. Their 
Offense, according to an official TV documentary on the 
trial was that they published reports which suggested 
that the government made up the coup plot story. 


Information Minister Walter Ofonagoro, who an- 
nounced the reduced sentences, said also that the 
ruling council had approved an amendment to the 
new constitution by which journalists would be under 
criminal liability for publishing reports which are false. 
The minister said that the objective of the amendment 
was to promote what he described as responsible 
journalism. [end recording] 


Assembly To Appoint Cabinet After Oct ’98 


AB1210103595 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 12 Oct 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Nigerian Information Minister 
Walter Ofonagoro has announced that after 1 October 
1998 — the date the military regime returns to barracks 
— cabinet ministers will be appointed by the National 
Assembly. He did not elaborate, hwever, on how the 
ministers will be appointed. 


He was addressing correspondents in Abuja on the mili- 
tary government's commuted sentences for those impli- 
cated in the foiled 1 March coup and the draft Consti- 
tution, which recommends that any political group with 
at least 10 percent of National Assembly seats should 
be given proportional representation in the cabinet. 
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